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OTHER LINKS
The Lafata Family's Website

Erika’s Blog 
Matt’s Blog 

The Puzzling World of HR Technology Blog – Last Updated 8/11/10
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(left to right – Matt and Erika Lafata with John and Leslie Starr-Keating)

Congratulations to  Leslie Starr-Keating of Frisco who was named the Collin County Professional Woman of the Year by the Texas Business Women of Frisco. Leslie will be honored at a luncheon September 28th for the event open to the public. You can find out more information about the event and why she was chosen as this year’s honoree in this week’s newsletter. Erika and I are pictured here with Leslie and her husband, Frisco City Council member John Keating, at an event at Patriarch’s Sanctuary at Frisco Square earlier this year.


This Frisco Community Newsletter is designed to bring us all a little closer together each week by providing coverage of different happenings in our community. There are so many amazing things in this newsletter, as there are every week. Please SHARE this newsletter with all your friends and neighbors and encourage them to sign up to receive it themselves. They’ll greatly appreciate you for it, as no citizen should be without this important information at their fingertips.  

If there are non-profit community events, people or groups you want to recognize, fundraising events, or any newsworthy items you would like to see added and shared with more than forty thousand residents and businesses in Frisco and the surrounding areas, please send us an email and we’ll consider including it.  

If you received this from somebody else and would like to be added to the list, just send me an email. Your email address will never be sold, rented, or given to anybody else for any reason, as your privacy is of the utmost importance to us. All newsletters can also be found on our newsletter web site.


Quotes of the Week:

“We are continually faced by great opportunities brilliantly disguised as insoluble problems.” – Bob Proctor

“Without goals, and plans to reach them, you are like a ship that has set sail with no destination.” – Bob Proctor

“What you are afraid to do is a clear indicator of the next thing you need to do.” – Tony Robbins

NEWSLETTER SPONSOR – Tioga Mercantile: 3
NEWSLETTER SPOTLIGHT – Carol Puckett, Adventure Bookshop in Frisco: 3
NEW - Frisco Humane's Barktoberfest 2010: 6
NEW – Play at WinStar Casino, Leave the Driving to OK Casino Tours: 6
NEW - Frisco Elementary Strings Announces Registration for 3-5th grades: 7
UPDATED - Succeed on Purpose – Irving/ Las Colinas 7
UPDATED - Frisco Library to Host Texas Authors Tea this Sunday: 8
UPDATED - Leslie Starr-Keating named the Collin County Professional Woman of the Year by the Texas Business Women of Frisco: 9
Texas Tornado Hockey Booster Club Seeking New Members: 9
NEW - My Vintage Baby Announces “TEA with TRISTA” at Stonebriar Country Club: 10
NEW - My Vintage Baby Announces New Partnership with celebrity Trista Sutter and Record Breaking Q2 Financial Results 10
Frisco Aquatics Swim Team Monthly Tryouts: 11
Save on Back to School Shopping: 12
NEW - The Real Estate Investor Tip of the Week: 12
NEW - Fall Volleyball Registration for North Texas Youths is Open. Frisco Athletic Network, Inc. offers volleyball programs for all skill levels: 13
Event in Support of Breast Cancer Awareness: 14
Vendors Wanted for Holiday Bazaar: 15
Ninth Annual Mother Son Dance: an “All Star Evening”: 15
Frisco Fire Accepting Applications for Fall Citizen Training Programs: 16
NEW - Frisco High School STARS Dance Team Holiday Bazaar: 16
CPR Classes and First Aid Classes: 16
Texas Democratic Women of Collin County Annual Dinner: 17
DFW Pug Rescue Club Indoor Garage Sale: 17
NEW – Dave Rigatti of the Texas Tornado commits to Robert Morris: 17
NEW – Landscape Design/Detail (Mid-August): 18
NEW – Road Construction Updates: 20
NEW - Northbound DNT Exit Ramp to Gaylord Parkway/Warren Parkway in Frisco to Close for 100 Days: 24
UPDATED - Frisco Police Blotter: 24
NEW - Capitol Steps – Submitted by State Representative Ken Paxton: 25


For advertising opportunities for your business, please contact Erika Lafata. While I continue to handle the content of the newsletter (the bulk of the newsletter that is non-paid announcements/non-profit events), Erika handles the business commercial opportunities, including the Sponsorship and Spotlight features as well as other marketing requests.

We pride ourselves in not being a “business directory” but rather a place where YOUR business can be showcased and not dwarfed with an overflow of advertising from your competitors. Your business will SHINE in this newsletter!

You can find an overview and media kit of the newsletter here




The Frisco Community Newsletter Staff and Contributors

Matt Lafata – Founder – 214-336-3355

Erika Lafata – Sales and Marketing Director–214-636-6614

Kaleigh Lafata – Junior Reporter for the Texas Tornado Hockey Team

Glenn Kopanski – Landscape Design
[bookmark: _Toc154500943]

This Day in History – August 14, 2003: Blackout Hits the Northeast United States

From the History Channel…

On this day in 2003, a major outage knocked out power across the eastern United States and parts of Canada. Beginning at 4:10 p.m. ET, 21 power plants shut down in just three minutes. Fifty million people were affected, including residents of New York, Cleveland and Detroit, as well as Toronto and Ottawa, Canada. Although power companies were able to resume some service in as little as two hours, power remained off in other places for more than a day. The outage stopped trains and elevators, and disrupted everything from cellular telephone service to operations at hospitals to traffic at airports. In New York City, it took more than two hours for passengers to be evacuated from stalled subway trains. Small business owners were affected when they lost expensive refrigerated stock. The loss of use of electric water pumps interrupted water service in many areas. There were even some reports of people being stranded mid-ride on amusement park roller coasters. At the New York Stock Exchange and bond market, though, trading was able to continue thanks to backup generators.

Authorities soon calmed the fears of jittery Americans that terrorists may have been responsible for the blackout, but they were initially unable to determine the cause of the massive outage. American and Canadian representatives pointed figures at each other, while politicians took the opportunity to point out major flaws in the region's outdated power grid. Finally, an investigation by a joint U.S.-Canada task force traced the problem back to an Ohio company, FirstEnergy Corporation. When the company's EastLake plant shut down unexpectedly after overgrown trees came into contact with a power line, it triggered a series of problems that led to a chain reaction of outages. FirstEnergy was criticized for poor line maintenance, and more importantly, for failing to notice and address the problem in a timely manner--before it affected other areas.

Despite concerns, there were very few reports of looting or other blackout-inspired crime. In New York City, the police department, out in full force, actually recorded about 100 fewer arrests than average. In some places, citizens even took it upon themselves to mitigate the effects of the outage, by assisting elderly neighbors or helping to direct traffic in the absence of working traffic lights.

In New York City alone, the estimated cost of the blackout was more than $500 million.

For advertising opportunities, please contact Erika at Erika@FullCircleDFW.com or visit www.FullCircleDFW.com 


All the opinions, endorsements or recommendations in this newsletter are mine and Erika’s alone and they do not necessarily reflect the opinions or views of any organization or group with whom I am affiliated, or the individuals who are a part of such organizations and groups.  You should not rely on any statement made in this newsletter as evidenced of how I may act as a member of any organization or group.  Inclusion of news, events and other information in this newsletter does not imply an endorsement; it merely serves as my effort to be of service to the readers.




All About Frisco


Clubs, Groups and Organizations in and around Frisco:

[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK8]Frisco is home to a very diverse and numerous set of clubs, groups and organizations. If your group or organization is missing, and you would like to get it listed, please send us an email so we can list it and continue to maintain the most comprehensive list available.
 
AARP – 972-335-2478
Adopt A Pet – 972-668-4311
Al-Anon Family Groups For Friends and Families of Alcoholics – 214-363-0461
Alcoholics Anonymous -- Frisco Chapter – 214-394-0130

Alcoholics Anonymous Frisco Group – 972.708.5086
Allen-Frisco-Plano Autism Spectrum Parent Group
American Cancer Society of Collin County – 214-819-1221
American Legion Post 178 
American Red Cross of North Texas – 972-542-5642 
Angel Food Ministries – 214-282-5576 
AroundTown Kids
Arts of Collin County
Association of Frisco Retired School Personnel – 972-335-3040
Boy Scouts of America – 214-902-6754
Boys and Girls Club 
C.A.K.E. – Crimes Against Kids Eliminated! Inc. – 972-955-1629
CASA of Collin County – 972-529-2272
Celebrate Recovery – 214-282-5576
Centennial Touchdown Club (Centennial High School Football)
Chamber of Commerce 
Christian Community Action – 972-436-4357
Chronic Hugs: Chronic Pain Support Group – 214-726-9060
City of Frisco – 972-292-5000
Collin County – 972-424-1460
Collin County Association of Realtors – 214-618-3800
Collin County Central Appraisal District
Collin County Community College
Collin County Community College Education Foundation
Collin County Connection – 214-544-0666
Collin County Early Childhood PTA – 972-712-3634
Collin County Event Professionals – 214-542-1317
Collin County Gay and Lesbian Alliance – 214-521-5342
Collin County Genealogy Association – 972-231-4190
Collin County Republican Party
Collin County Songwriters Association
Dallas Athletic Rugby Club
Daughters of the American Revolution – 972-307-5906
Democratic Party of Collin County
Denton County
Denton County Central Appraisal District
Downtown Advisory Board – 972-292-5108
Downtown Merchants Association – 972-292-5108
FamilyWatchdog.com
FC Dallas
Frisco A&M Club – 972-897-7765
Frisco American Business Women’s Association (ABWA)
Frisco Al-Anon Family Group – 972-978-8757
Frisco-Allen Texas Area Alumnae Panhellenic
Frisco Aquatics Swim Team
Frisco Area Children’s Theater – 972-377-2675
Frisco Area Republican Women 
Frisco Association For the Arts 
Frisco Athletic Network
Frisco Bar Association 
Frisco Baseball/Softball Organization – 972-712-2288
Frisco Business and Professional Women – 972-377-0335
Frisco Cares – 214-705-8200
Frisco Chamber of Commerce
Frisco Chorale – 972-335-4380 x104 
Frisco Citizens on Patrol (C.O.P.s)
Frisco Community Band – 972-668-5315
Frisco Community Theatre – 972-370-2266
Frisco Convention and Visitors Bureau
FriscoCoupon.com
Frisco Cycling Club
Frisco Democratic Party
Frisco Dog Park
Frisco Ducks Unlimited – 972-712-5049
Frisco Early Childhood PTA
Frisco Economic Development Corporation – 972-292-5150
Frisco Education Foundation – 469-633-6860
Frisco Family Services Center – 972-335-9495
Frisco Family YMCA – 972-335-3222
Frisco Fire Department – 972-335-5525
Frisco Football League – 972-712-0558
Frisco Garden Club – 972-335-3812
Frisco Gymnastics Center – 972-377-3137
Frisco Housing Authority
Frisco Humane Society – 972-498-8980
Frisco Independent School District – 469-633-6000
Frisco Kiwanis Club 
Frisco Lacrosse Association
Frisco Lion’s Club – 972-335-2487
Frisco Music Teachers Association
Frisco Neighborhood Watch
Frisco Pack 142
Frisco Parents of Multiples
Frisco Police Department – 972-292-6000
Frisco Police Officers’ Wives Association
Frisco Post Office – 972-335-7453
Frisco Pride 
Frisco Public Library
Frisco Quilt Guild 
Frisco Republican Men’s Club
Frisco Republicans – 972-335-9176
Frisco Residents of Color
Frisco Rotary Club – 972-701-2801
Frisco RoughRiders
Frisco Soccer Association – 972-712-4625
Frisco Square 
Frisco Sunrise Rotary 
Frisco Swim Team
Frisco Thunder Professional Football
Frisco Veterans of Foreign Wars Post #8273 – 972-712-5611
Frisco Women’s League – 972-712-8890
Frisco/Plano Christian Women’s Club – 972-668-4464
Frisco Youth Volleyball Leagues
Hall Office Park
Heritage Association of Frisco – 972-292-5657
Heroes for Children – 214-256-5824
Inside Collin County Business
KittiCo Cat Rescue – 214-826-6903
Labrador Retriever Rescue of North Texas 
Legacy Christian Academy
Lewisville Independent School District
Meals on Wheels – 972-562-6996
Miracle League of Frisco
MOMS Club of Frisco – East Central Chapter – 972-712-1789
MOMS Club of Frisco – South Chapter – 214-336-8001
MOMS Club of Frisco – SE Chapter – 214-227-2418
MOMS Club of Frisco – SW Chapter – 469-384-8002
MOMS Club of Frisco – West Central Chapter
MOMS Club of Frisco – West Chapter – 214-504-9223
MomsOutLoud.com
Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) – 972-668-7458
National Alliance on Mental Illness of Collin County – 214-509-0085
Newcomer Friends of Greater Plano
North Collin County Habitat for Humanity ReStore – 972-548-9112
North Dallas Newcomers and Friends
North Texas Tollway Authority – 214-461-2000
OU Club of Collin County – 972-797-9708
Overeaters Anonymous – 972-832-5263
Play Pals – 972-839-0312
Prosper Independent School District
Radio Free Frisco
Senior Center at Frisco Square – 972-292-6550
SPCA of Texas – 972-562-7387
Speak Up – Frisco Toastmasters Group – 972-881-9989
Stonewall Democrats of Collin County 
Texas Democratic Women of Collin County
Texas Tornado Hockey
TheParentHive.com
Toastmasters Club of Frisco – 972-712-4611
Visual Arts Guild of Frisco
Volunteer Center of North Texas
Voter Registration Information – Collin County
Voter Registration Information – Denton County
Women Encouraging Business – 972-335-9522
Word of Mouth Productions
WOVI-Frisco: Women of Visionary Influence – 469-252-4528
Young Life Frisco – 972-424-6339




Churches and other Places of Worship in and around Frisco

One of the wonderful things about Frisco is the many diverse religions you can find. If your Church is not listed, please contact us so we can list it and continue to maintain the most comprehensive list available.

Apostolic Temple – 972-712-5673
Alter Church of Frisco – 214-733-3069
Assembly of God Cornerstone Community Church – 972-335-4704
C3 TrueNORTH Church – 469-287-5063
Celebration Covenant – 214-387-9833
Central Christian Church – 972-377-2608
Church of God in Christ – 972-377-3649
Church of Living Stones – 972-335-3499
Community Christian Fellowship – 469-252-0583
Compass Christian Church – 972-335-7546
Cornerstone Baptist Church – 972-335-1974
Cornerstone Christian Reformed Church – 469-362-7844
Cornerstone Community Assembly – 972-335-4704
Cornerstone Community Church – 972-335-4704 
Crossroads Community Church – 972-712-0582
Crosswalk Community Church 
Destiny’s Place Ministries – 972-712-1130
Faithbridge Presbyterian – 972-377-9560 
Fellowship of Frisco – 972-335-1700 
First Baptist Church of Frisco – 972-335-9830
First Pentecostal Church – 972-292-3174
First United Methodist – 972-335-4380 
Four Corners Church – 972-867-3000
Frisco Bible Church – 972-335-8150 
Frisco Church of Christ – 972-335-2118
Frisco Community Bible Church – 469-362-5588
Frisco Community Fellowship – 972-668-3696
Frisco Masjid – 972-898-8691
Frisco Trails Fellowship Bible Church – 972-731-5999 
Genesis Metro – 469-450-6277 
Grace Avenue United Methodist – 972-335-2882 
Grace Church – 469-633-9104
Grace Pointe – 972-292-3174
Hamilton Chapel Baptist Church – 972-377-3348
Harvest Church International – 214-632-4581
Higher Dimensions – 214-551-3078
Hope Fellowship – 972-377-8855 
Iglesia Buenas Nuevas – 972-712-0946
Kingdom Life Christian Center – 214-618-1500 
Lebanon Baptist Church – 972-377-3348 
Legacy Presbyterian Church – 972-464-8765
Liberty Baptist Church – 972-625-3546
Life-Changing Faith Christian Fellowship – 214-387-8040
Life Fellowship of Frisco – 214-886-7810
Living Waters Family Worship Center – 214-387-9602
Living Word Baptist Church – 469-362-9010
Lone Star Baptist Church – 469-358-7089
Newstart Church of the Nazarene – 214-282-5576 
Northstar Church – 972-712-8282
Parkway Hills Baptist Church – 972-403-1010
Praise Fellowship Worship Center – 214-387-9397 
Preston Ridge Baptist Church – 972-712-7007 
Preston Trail Community Church – 972-668-1244 
Primera Iglesia Bautista De Frisco – 214-872-3788
Providence Church – 469-362-1240
Rejoice Lutheran Church – 972-540-6167
Revolution Ministries – 214-649-0623
Rock Hill Church of Christ – 972-346-2710 
Shawnee Trail Church of Christ – 972-377-9106
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Church – 972-712-2645 
St. Philips Episcopal Church – 214-387-4700 
Stonebriar Church of Christ – 972-712-9264 
Stonebriar Community Church – 469-252-5000
Stonebridge United Methodist Church – 972-335-2882
Stonebrook Church of Christ – 214-705-9968 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints – 972-377-4724
The Journey – 214-529-8873
The Shawnee Trail Church of Christ – 972-377-9106
Turning Point CMA Church – 469-733-3196
United Pentecostal Church – 972-712-5673
Water’s Edge Lutheran Church – 972-712-7377
Frisco Neighborhoods and Homeowner Associations:

If your HOA or neighborhood is not listed, please contact us  so we can list it and continue to maintain the most comprehensive list available. For a map of where each HOA is located, along with contact information for each HOA, visit the City of Frisco HOA Directory
Autumn Park
Bella Casa
Chapel Creek
Cheyenne Crossing
Country Club Ridge
Coventry Oaks
Creekside at Preston
Creekside at Stonebriar
Crestview
Crown Ridge
Custer Creek Farms
Cypress Creek
Dominion at Panther Creek
Eldorado Fairways
Estates on Legacy
Fairfield Estates
Frisco Fairways
Frisco Heights
Frisco Square
Golden Gate Village
Grayhawk
Griffin Parc
Heather Ridge Estates
Heritage Green
Heritage Lakes
Heritage Village
Hickory Springs
Hickory Street Village
Hillcrest Estates
Hillcrest Highlands
Hillcrest Lebanon/Cecile Place
Hillcrest Lebanon/Hillcrest Meadows
Hillcrest Lebanon/Smith Estates
Hunters Creek
Kings Garden
Kings Ridge
Lakes on Legacy - Lakehill
Lakes on Legacy – The Lakes
Lakes on Legacy – The Villas
Lakes of Preston Vineyard
Lonestar Ranch
Meadow Hill Estates
Northridge
Oakbrook Park
Panther Creek Estates 
Parkside Estates
Pearson Farms
Plantation Estates
Plantation Resort
Plantation Resort 2
Plantation Springs
Prestmont
Preston Estates
Preston Gables
Preston Glen
Preston Highlands
Preston Lakes/Lakes of Hillcrest
Preston Manor
Preston Oaks
Preston Ridge
Preston Trace Estates
Preston Vineyards North
Preston Vineyards IV
Quail Meadow Village
Queen’s Gate
Red Bud Estates
Russwood Acres
Saddlebrook Village
Shaddock Creek
Shenandoah Village/Villages of Stonebriar Park
Shepherds Hill
Starwood
Sterling Ranch
Stewart Creek Estates
Stonebriar
Stonebriar Country Club Estates
Stonebriar Creek Estates
Stonebriar Village
Stonelake Estates
Stonelake Estates West
Stonebrook Estates
The Chase at Stonebriar
The Creeks on Coit
The Enclave at Stonebriar Creek Estates
The Trails of West Frisco
The Village at Frisco Lakes
The Villas/Lakes on Legacy
The Vintage/Lakes on Legacy
Townhomes of Tuscany Square
Turnbridge Manor
Tuscany Meadows
Villages of Hillcrest
Villages of Lake Brook Farms
Villages of Stonebriar Park
Villages of Willow Bay
Waterford Falls
Westfalls Village
Willow Pond
Windsor Place
Woodstream Hills


About Matt Lafata:

Matt Lafata and his wife Erika share six children between the two of them. In January 1999, Mr. Lafata moved to Frisco from Gloucester, MA. Matt has helped build several successful businesses for more than 20 years. A long-time business consultant, entrepreneur and human resources professional, he is the Vice-President of Sales & Marketing with the Frisco-based HR strategy and technology consulting firm HRchitect. Previously, Matt was an Executive Vice-President of a computer software company where he was responsible for corporate development, marketing, sales, product development and more. He studied finance and business management at Salem State College in Salem, Massachusetts. 


Matt Lafata has been involved in numerous organizations throughout Frisco in the last 11 years. As a former two-term Frisco City Council Member, he is or has been involved in the following…


1. Former Deputy Mayor Pro Tem on the Frisco City Council
1. Former Planning & Zoning Commissioner
1. Graduate of Leadership Frisco
1. 2005 recipient of the “21 Leaders of the 21st Century” by Inside Collin County Business Journal
1. Graduate of the Frisco Citizen’s Police Academy 
1. Youth sports coach
1. Past board member for the Frisco Family Services Center
1. St. Francis of Assisi Knights of Columbus Member
1. Member of the Frisco Heritage Association
1. Member of the Frisco Area Children’s Theatre
1. Member of the Frisco Association for the Arts
1. Member of the Frisco Community Theatre
1. Community Advisory Board member for the Frisco Women’s League
1. Friends of the Frisco Public Library Member
1. Board member for the Frisco Square Municipal Management District
1. City of Frisco Technology Committee member
1. City of Frisco Budget and Audit subcommittee member
1. Tax Increment Finance board member
1. Co-Director of the Mrs. Texas United States Pageant
1. Honorary Chair for World AIDS Day 2007 in Collin County
1. PR Committee for the 2008 Boys and Girls Club of Collin County Gala

Since 2001, Matt has produced this very popular e-newsletter that goes out every week to over 41,000 people and businesses and keeps the Frisco community in touch with local events and businesses. There has never been nor will ever be a fee charged to schools or non-profit groups to run in the newsletter. As of July 2008, the newsletter’s limited commercial opportunities for local businesses (Sponsorship, Spotlight and Advertorial) are handled by Full Circle Marketing.





How to “Whitelist” this Frisco Community Newsletter in Your Spam Filter:

With the advent of outrageous volumes of unwanted email these days, of which we get a ton, it’s unfortunate that legitimate email publications like this are not being seen by some of the readers who enjoy those publications. There is much fear today that the email publishing/marketing industry is in serious trouble, due to mistakes in filtering when legitimate email is erroneously tagged as unwanted email.

While we applaud the anti-spam industry for removing the plethora of unwanted email from many of our mailboxes, from time to time, some legitimate email publications are mistaken as unwanted.

Sometimes, this results in our mailings bouncing back, with requests for us to respond to challenge/response messages to prevent future filtering. However, due to the size of our list, it’s nearly impossible for us handle the volume of such requests.

To that end, please realize that we want our readers to always anticipate and enjoy the valuable information that this community newsletter delivers.

If you currently use an anti-spam program or service, we ask that you take just a minute or two to add this newsletter to your “safe” or permitted email sender list. This usually involves simply adding our sending address to your whitelist, safelist, or list of privileged senders. This is commonly known as whitelisting a publication. Simply add the email addresses of Matt@MattLafata.com, Matt@MattandErika.net, and Erika@FullCircleDFW.com. 


If you wish to be removed from this newsletter, please send an email or visit www.fullcircledfw.com

	

Dear Friends,

Welcome to another exciting, informative issue of The Frisco Community Newsletter, now in our 9th year with 41,000 weekly readers. I started the newsletter when I was a member of the Frisco City Council as a comprehensive grass-roots initiative to let people know what was going on in the city and for me to be able to communicate my thoughts about various issues. After being termed out after 6 years on council in May 2008, my wife Erika and I decided to still continue the weekly newsletter. We invite you to visit our website to find out how to submit your FREE community listing. Our readers are the key to The Frisco Community Newsletter. This newsletter couldn’t happen without your eyes and ears letting us know what’s going on with your respective schools and organizations. 

We also want to make sure that we connect with you on as many levels as possible to keep you informed of what’s going on in Frisco. We have LinkedIn, Facebook and Twitter accounts as well as blogs. Click here to see how to find us.

Both Erika and I have had Twitter accounts for some time (@ErikaLafata and @MattLafata) but we have added one specifically for our The Frisco Community Newsletter. If you want the latest about happenings in and around Frisco via Twitter, be sure to follow @FriscoCommunity.

Below, we invite you “giddy up and get” to Tioga Mercantile, our Newsletter Sponsor. Recently, Erika had a chance to visit this very unique destination shop in Tioga, about a 40 minute easy drive from Frisco. If you like unique western memorabilia and antiquing, then it’s a great daytrip for you! Plus, you can enjoy the world-famous Clark’s Outpost BBQ Restaurant, just across the street. 

Also, check out our Newsletter Spotlight on Adventure Bookshop which recently opened up next to the iconic Randy’s Steakhouse. The owners have a true passion for books and their shop fits like a glove in downtown Frisco! Young and seasoned readers alike will appreciate the charm of the historical building and the knowledge and friendliness of the store’s owners. They also have a Mystery Readers Meetup Group. Read our interview with owner Carol Puckett below.

Also, if you enjoy frequenting the casinos in close proximity of Frisco across the border in Oklahoma, you’ll want to check out OK Casino Tours. Don’t worry about the drive – enjoy a stress-free day or night trip to the world class WinStar Casino - and for FREE through the end of August! Your ride to and from the casino (which departs in our Frisco area) is absolutely FREE as long as you mention you saw them in The Frisco Community Newsletter. Read more about this incredible offer below!

Don’t forget, we encourage you to visit our website to submit your community listing, inquire about advertising your business, check out the archives, and subscribe or unsubscribe to the newsletter. 

Have a blessed weekend!
[image: Matt_Erika_June2010_crop]
Erika and Matt Lafata
The Frisco Community Newsletter
Your Key To Community Since 2001



[bookmark: _Toc269567928]NEWSLETTER SPONSOR – Tioga Mercantile:
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Located just a relaxing, short 40 minute drive from Frisco, on the North shores of beautiful Lake Ray Roberts, Tioga is the birthplace of America’s Favorite Singing Cowboy, Gene Autry. There, you will step back in time and enjoy the many antiques and collectibles that can be found in Tioga Mercantile. With quite a unique atmosphere they are very proud of their 100+ year old building, formerly “Sam Anderson’s Barber Shop” in the early 1900’s, and the very place where the legendary Gene Autry shined shoes as a youngster. Much of the building is still in its original state, including the front door and brick façade.

For store owner Judy Hollomon, seeing her passion materialize with her new business is a dream come true. “The Mercantile is something that I have dreamed of for a very long time, having a life-long love for antiques and western memorabilia. My store is much more than an antique shop, however. Shoppers will find a variety of lovely crystal pieces, florals, Circle E Candles, jewelry, and last but not least, delicious gourmet cakes, cheesecakes and bakery items from the original Yahoo Baking Co.,” she says.  

Every 4th Saturday is Tioga Trade Days, and on August 28th enjoy the vocal sounds of Stephen Pride (younger brother of legendary Charley Pride) performing at Tioga Mercantile from 11am-2pm.

While visiting charming Tioga enjoy world-famous Clark’s BBQ just across the street from Tioga Mercantile. Remember to bring your camera and check out their beautiful old Chuck Wagon and 1890’s Doctor’s Buggy sitting out front of the store makes memorable family photo settings.

Mention The Frisco Community Newsletter and save 10% off your entire purchase.

Tioga Mercantile is located at 207 Gene Autry Drive, just 2 blocks east of Hwy. 377 and is open Thursday-Saturday. For more information call (903) 821-1501.
[bookmark: _Toc267504824]
[bookmark: _Toc269567929]NEWSLETTER SPOTLIGHT – Carol Puckett, Adventure Bookshop in Frisco:
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This week’s SPOTLIGHT INTERVIEW is with Carol Puckett who recently opened Adventure Bookshop in Frisco. We had a chance to sit down with her to find out more about her new business.

 
THE FRISCO COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER:  Carol, it’s exciting to hear that you’ve opened a new bookshop in downtown Frisco – congratulations! Now, this isn’t your first bookshop venture – tell our readers why you chose Frisco to open Adventure Bookshop.
CAROL PUCKETT:  James and I owned and operated Book Traders in Conway, AR for six years while helping our elderly relatives. The store was successful and we were able to sell.  Our daughter, Kirby Davis, lives in Frisco.  Our second daughter, Jamie Cleven, lives in Dixon, CA outside Sacramento.  Making Frisco our home allows us to see our daughter more frequently and fly less expensively to Sacramento.  Living in CA is not an option since our son-in-law is a USAF tech sergeant and is temporarily stationed at Travis AFB. 

We stayed out of the book business for one year. We had books in storage and decided retirement is not for us.  We love Frisco and want to help the community.  We need a purpose in life.   We love readers and the social aspect of owning a store.  We are blessed to have a new baby granddaughter to be born December 16. We love our new church home, Stonebriar Community Church. We are very happy here in Frisco. 
 

TFCN:  The shop is absolutely charming inside your beautiful historical building! The custom built bookcases really add so much to the feel of the store and we can tell you really have a passion for books. Please tell us about the types of books you have in your store.
CP:   We carry paperback and hardback fiction.   Our inventory contains mystery, romance, western, science fiction, thriller, general fiction, Christian fiction, literature, and children.  We do not have space to support large sections of nonfiction books.  We brought the excess inventory from our previous store out of storage and shelved it.  As time goes on, we will listen to our customers and add/delete sections as appropriate to support the needs and desires of the community. As our customer base expands, new inventory will be added.  Quite honestly, the key is whether the community will support an independent used bookstore.  We are prepared to listen, change, and grow as the community desires.

We are an FISD business partner and approved vendor.  We have stocked all the summer reading list materials.  We are making a concerted effort in the children’s section to have FISD reading list materials.  We have made children selections to meet the needs of homeschoolers.  


TFCN:  Please explain the benefits of your Discount Credit program.
CP:  The benefit of Discount Credit to the customer is less expensive reading.  Hardbooks are priced as marked not to exceed one half of the cover price.  Paperbacks are priced at one-half of cover or as marked.  Some books are collectible and do not meet this general pricing criteria.


Customers can bring books to receive discount credit.  Discount credit offers will approximate 25% of our resale cost.  If a customer brings an $8.00 gently used paperback we need in our inventory, our resale will be $4.00—the customer will receive $1.00 discount credit.  The customer can purchase an $8.00 paperback with $2.00 cash and $2.00 discount credit. We gladly accept personal checks and credit/debit cards.


TFCN:  Do you have any book discussion groups planned?
CP:   Book discussion groups begin Wednesday, September 15 with Mary Roberts Rinehart, the American Queen of Mystery, and Edgar Alan Poe.  The group will continue on Tuesdays at 9:00 AM and 6:00 PM (Both times will be the exact same discussion).  You can join the group on meetup.  The purpose of these groups is NOT to sell books.  We hope to build a base of readers who will support literary events in our stores.  Author signings, teas, etc. will only be possible if the community will respond and support our efforts.

 
TFCN:   Who are some of your personal favorite authors and do you have any books that you’re recommending?
CP:   James is a life-long reader.  He is a Sherlockian and enjoys historical mystery, particularly the Victorian era.  His favorite contemporary authors are Lee Child, Steve Berry, Michael Connelly, M.C. Beaton, Rhys Bowen, and David Baldacci.

I began reading fiction as an adult.  I bought a book without a cover from a $1.00 discount rack written by Marsha Muller.  I moved on to Patricia Cornwell and have been reading ever since.  My reading varies depending on my mood and my time.  I will occasionally pick up what some would call a cheesy romance and enjoy it immensely.  My first romance book was “Flirting with Pete” by Barbara Delinsky.  I love Stuart Woods, Robert Crais, Kathy Reichs, and romantic suspense by Linda Howard, Beverly Barton, and Nora Roberts.


TFCN:    Because we love to support our local Frisco eateries, we always like to ask about others’ favorite places to dine. What are some of yours in Frisco?
CP: We have only resided in Frisco since January.  Le Peep is a great local breakfast place.  Randy’s Steak House is our special dinner venue.  We love Josephine’s Sunday Brunch and celebrated Father’s Day with our entire family.

 
TFCN:   We know you have your grand opening on September 14th at your store. Can you give us details about that?
CP:    We have joined the Frisco Chamber of Commerce and are so excited about the networking and volunteer opportunities our membership has provided.  The ribbon cutting will be Tuesday, September 14, 2010, at 10:00.  The Frisco Chamber members will be at our store.  We will provide a light brunch.

One-Half of all sales during our grand opening week will be contributed to Barktoberfest 2010, October 23rd, Frisco Commons Park, Noon - 4:00 p.m.  Our entire family loves animals.  Jamie is deeply involved with cat animal rescue.


TFCN:   That is wonderful that you are supporting such a great cause as a way to celebrate your grand opening – kudos to you! Please tell The Frisco Community Newsletter readers how to find you.
CP: Below is how they can find us. We hope to see everyone at our grand opening September 14th or sooner! 

Location: Adventure Bookshop - 7080 Main Street (Corner of 6th and Main) in downtown Frisco.

Website: www.adventurebookshop.com

Email: adventurebookshop@att.net 

Phone: 214-705-6490

Follow Adventure Bookshop on Twitter

Join our Adventure Bookshop Mystery Readers Meetup Group

[bookmark: _Toc269567930]NEW - Frisco Humane's Barktoberfest 2010:

Save The Date - October 23rd - for our 6th Annual Barktoberfest at Frisco Commons Park from noon to 4:00 p.m.  We know many of you attended previous years and we hope you will join us again this year.  This year's Barktoberfest will be just as much fun - for the entire family and your dogs.   Tell all your friends and family about how much fun you had last year as well as helping us raise funds to rescue more dogs and cats!

Don't miss any of the following events:
1. Walk of Honor for the Frisco Humane adopted dogs - we love our adopted dogs and hope to see many of them at Barktoberfest so we can introduce them as they walk across the stage
1. Dog walk around the lake – it’s such a beautiful area to walk, both dogs and people love this activity
1. Low cost microchip clinic - thanks to Dr. Shelton and his staff from 380 West Animal Hospital
1. Dog competitions (including the ever-popular Best Costume - it will be really close to Halloween)
1. All your favorite vendors - vendors - vendors, as well as new ones selling their animal-related products and services.   We all love retail therapy!
1. Can your dog pass the Canine Good Citizen test?  You can find out thanks to our friend and volunteer James Johnson of K9DenSolutions  
1. Canine demonstrations - DAWG will be demonstrating their amazing agility dogs for us again this year
1. Catnip Corral - fabulous fun feline festivities.
1. Great food at The DogFather Grill - there will be even more selections to tantalize your tastebuds this year
1. Bow Wow Buy It Now - our FHS sales table - we have great bargains including those popular dog beds
1. Duck for a Buck - vintage t-shirts and surprises for prizes
1. New for 2010 Barktoberfest t-shirts
1. Take home a framed photograph of you and your dog
1. Rescue groups - purebreed and mixed breeds

We still have Sponsor and Vendor opportunities available - please email fhsadmin@friscohumanesociety.com if you would like further information on being a sponsor and/or vendor.  Or visit our website for further information and photographs from all previous Barktoberfests, thanks to our great photographer AJ.


[bookmark: _Toc269567931]NEW – Play at WinStar Casino, Leave the Driving to OK Casino Tours:
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Don’t have time for a long getaway before school starts back up? If you’re a Senior Citizen, would you love a daytrip to a world-class casino with free breakfast included? Been wanting to get some of your close friends together for some fun but don’t want the hassle of being the designated driver?

It’s OK Casino Tours to the rescue!

A shuttle that has roundtrip service Wednesdays through Sundays to and from WinStar Casino in Thackerville, Oklahoma, they offer morning, afternoon and night trips leaving conveniently from the Frisco area!  

Seniors even enjoy an incredible FREE Breakfast Buffett on Wednesdays and Thursdays. Additionally on those same days, Seniors who spend $20 will GET an additional $20 in play with a players club card!

And now FOR THE BEST PART. If you mention The Frisco Community Newsletter, your ride is FREE on the OK Casino Bus to WinStar! It’s absolutely FREE! The only catch is that you must take advantage of this offer by August 31st.

Please call Rod at 214-938-5460 for time schedules, more information and reservations and stay tuned to The Frisco Community Newsletter for future special offers!


[bookmark: _Toc269567932]NEW - Frisco Elementary Strings Announces Registration for 3-5th grades:
The purpose of this program is to provide beginning string instrument instruction for elementary age students in Frisco. It will strengthen the quality of the strings programs in the Frisco Middle and High Schools. 

Traditionally, string students begin at a much younger age than do other instrumentalists. The Frisco Elementary Strings Program is open to 3rd, 4th and 5th grade students residing within the Frisco ISD. Beginning string instruction at this age will allow this "Strings Program" to be competitive in quality with other schools in the Dallas metroplex. The program will be held once a week on Mondays 4:30 to 5:30 at Lone Star High School.

There will be a parent meeting on Monday, September 13th at 7:00-8:00 PM. The "Instrument Drive" and "Registration" will take place on September 13. Instruction will begin on Monday, September 20.

An annual registration fee of $275 per a student. This will be paid at the time of registration. Students will need to provide an instrument - violin, viola or cello.
Contact Mrs. Christina Wagner at 469-633-5333, or by email. You can also visit the website.


[bookmark: _Toc269567933]UPDATED - Succeed on Purpose – Irving/ Las Colinas
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Succeed on Purpose is a unique, purpose-driven business incubation firm dedicated to helping  people find their true purpose, learn to overcome fear, build confidence and build an actionable plan to live that purpose.  To get started, participate in one of our transformational PURPOSE workshops scheduled around the country.  At the end of this AMAZING workshop, we GUARANTEE you will know your PURPOSE (why you’re here), know EXACTLY WHAT to do to live that purpose, personally and professionally, and leave with a plan as to the HOW to live your purpose; bringing everything into alignment. Visit our website to see a complete schedule of our workshops and reserve your place now at our Frisco workshop on Friday, August 27th at Cooper Fitness Center in Craig Ranch!  Afterwards, join us for our FREE Purpose Pathways Coaching Calls – the third Monday of each month to learn how use the momentum this change creates to propel you forward into a new purpose-filled life. 

Imagine a life built on your REAL purpose!   We invite you to journey with us using what we call the Purpose Flow Chart.  This Purpose Flow Chart is a specifically structured guide for those ready to follow their dreams.  More importantly, it’s a divinely-inspired process that Terri Maxwell, President  & CEO, has personally used and shared with others, to find professional success and life significance.  Our Purpose Workshop participants refer to The Flow Chart as “a tuning fork for the soul.”  You’ll learn from real experts who’ve already done what you want to do…build a better life.  Everyone has a purpose - including you.  And if your purpose involves a business, we’ll help you launch it through our business incubation programs.  Or, if a career change is needed, we have a support program to assist on that journey too!  It’s time to join the thousands of people who are on the Purpose Flow Chart Journey.  Know that we’ll be with you every step of the way, so that you can succeed on purpose in business and in life!  

You can find Succeed on Purpose at 909 Lake Carolyn Parkway, Suite 300, Irving, 75039. Find out more on their website or call (888) 702-7023. Isn’t it time to find your purpose?




[bookmark: _Toc269567934]UPDATED - Frisco Library to Host Texas Authors Tea this Sunday:

Frisco Public Library celebrates the conclusion of its adult summer reading program with the Texas Authors Tea on August 15 from 1 to 4 p.m. in the George A. Purefoy Municipal Center atrium. The public is invited to visit with local authors, enjoy refreshments, and participate in the excitement of grand prize drawings for those who have completed the library’s adult summer reading log.  The participating authors and a partial listing of their books are: 

1. Jody Capehart – “Bonding with Your Teen Through Boundaries”, “You and Your Attention Deficit Disorder Child”
1. Alan C. Elliott, Gayla Brooks Kokel, and Patsy Summey – “Images of America: Oak Cliff”
1. Bruce Painter – “The Giving Zone”
1. Rose-Mary Rumbley – “The Unauthorized History of Dallas”, “What! No Chili?”,”Dear Santa, Thanks for the Piano”, “Dallas, Too”
1. Johnny Tan – “From My Mama’s Kitchen”
1. Bob Warren – “Frisco—Now and Then”
1. David Wehmeyer – “Just Waiting for the Bell”




[bookmark: _Toc269567935]UPDATED - Leslie Starr-Keating named the Collin County Professional Woman of the Year by the Texas Business Women of Frisco:

Texas Women of Frisco today announced that Leslie Starr Keating, Senior Vice President of Operations, Frito-Lay North America, has been named its "Woman of the Year" and will be honored on September 28 at Campisi's Restaurant in Plano, Texas for her outstanding contributions in business, mentoring, leadership, and community involvement.  In her role as Senior Vice President of Operations, Leslie leads the 22,000 person strong Operations team which is responsible for making and moving Frito Lay snacks throughout the US and Canada.

As a successful female leader, Starr-Keating has been a visible role model for other women, demonstrating harmony between a successful career and family life.  She is married, has two children, and often speaks about how she balances her schedule to ensure it includes adequate time for her family.

Throughout her career, Starr-Keating has embraced Frito-Lay's Diversity and Inclusion (D&I) objectives and has been actively involved in several Frito-Lay Employee Resource Groups.  Through her visible leadership, every Frito-Lay Region in North America has a D&I council and representation in all Employee Resource Groups, which are designed to support an inclusive culture by engaging employees in working together to achieve business objectives.

Campisi’s Restaurant is located at 8100 N. Dallas Parkway just south of Hwy 121.  Ticket price is $20.00 which includes select appetizers and two drinks.  Reservations are required.  Please email Jenny Phung at or call 972- 731-0165 to make a reservation. Guests are always welcome.

Texas Business Women (TBW) is a state wide organization of women helping women through education, support and advocacy.  What makes the TBW stand out is the learning from speakers every month.  If you have limited time to give to yourself, you owe it to your personal growth to maximize every hour of every meeting.  At TBW meetings you will learn something new, you will meet someone in a different profession, you will have time to make a new friend, make a connection to get some need met personally or professionally, and have some fun.

Visit www.tbwfrisco.com for more information.




[bookmark: _Toc269567936]Texas Tornado Hockey Booster Club Seeking New Members:

Now is the time to join the Texas Tornado Booster Club as they prepare for the thrilling season coming up.  The new team ownership has everyone excited about the coming year and their commitment to the TTBC is phenomenal!  So many doors are open to us to now work together and help bring the Tornado back to their former glory. So many things are in the works for the Booster Club too.  To learn more about membership, please visit the Texas Tornado Booster Club website.

1. Exclusive Meet & Greet the Player events 
1. Pumpkin Carving Contest 
1. Activities with visiting team booster clubs 
1. Christmas Party 
1. New Year’s Eve activity in conjunction with home game 
1. End of Season Party 


[bookmark: _Toc269567937]NEW - My Vintage Baby Announces “TEA with TRISTA” at Stonebriar Country Club:

My Vintage Baby, Inc. (Pink Sheets: MVBY), a public children’s apparel company, recently announced its new partnership with Trista Sutter.  Trista was watched by millions in the first seasons of ABC’s The Bachelor and The Bachelorette and went on to marry her fire-fighter husband, Ryan, in a televised event to which over 26 million people tuned in.  She is still happily married and is the proud mother of two beautiful children, Max and Blakesley.  

Join My Vintage Baby and Trista Sutter as we unveil our new fall and winter line, featuring the launch of Trista’s new “Winter Rose Collection.” Tea with Trista will be held on Tuesday, August 17th from 1:30-3:30pm at the Stonebriar Country Club located at 5050 Country Club Drive, in Frisco, Texas.  There will be a business opportunity session preceding the event for those that may be interested in learning more about starting their own business as a My Vintage Baby sales representative. Decorations for the event will be sponsored by Timeless Elegance Events of Frisco.

In addition to showcasing our new fall and holiday collections, there will be drawings for My Vintage Baby Gift Certificates.  Guests will enjoy a wonderful tea menu while viewing the new collections.  There will also be a silent auction with a portion of the proceeds benefitting the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation.  A limited number of tickets to this event will be sold on our website for $10 a seat. Children age 8 and older are welcome to attend.



[bookmark: _Toc269567938]NEW - My Vintage Baby Announces New Partnership with celebrity Trista Sutter and Record Breaking Q2 Financial Results

My Vintage Baby, Inc. (Pink Sheets: MVBY), a public children’s apparel company, announced its new partnership today with Trista Sutter.  Trista was watched by millions in the first seasons of ABC’s The Bachelor and The Bachelorette and went on to marry her fire-fighter husband, Ryan, in a televised event to which over 26 million people tuned in.  She is still happily married and is the proud mother of two beautiful children, Max and Blakesley.  

Beginning fall 2010, Trista will be joining our family and designing a collection for My Vintage Baby called “Winter Rose.”  A portion of the proceeds from Trista’s collection will be donated to the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation. All My Vintage Baby fall 2010 collections will launch for presales on August 1ST. A Launch-Press event with Trista will follow on August 17th in Dallas, Texas.
 
“I am so excited to start the fall season with My Vintage Baby! Not only are all the pieces absolutely precious, but as someone who has experience in direct sales, I think the concept is brilliant!” stated Sutter.

“We could not be more thrilled to be working with Trista. Not only is she the down-to-earth Mom that all of our customers and direct sales reps can identify with; she is also very talented on so many levels,” commented My Vintage Baby CEO Jessica Wiswall.  

“Additionally, My Vintage Baby just came off a record second quarter! With strong sales results and this new partnership, we expect to see an immediate surge in bookings as well as in the amount of inquiries from those interested in joining our team,” added My Vintage Baby National Sales Director Jana Champagne.

Q2 highlights:

1. Gross Sales increased 87% year over year!
1. Increase in gross profits of 120%!

Second Quarter Results
Gross sales increased from $412,945 to $770,981 for the six months ending June 30, 2009 vs. June 30, 2010 respectively.  Related gross profits increased from $193,156 to approximately $425,588 for the same periods.  

“The first quarter of this year we made a significant change to our business model. We moved from selling to over a thousand high end retail department stores and boutiques the past six years, to a Direct Sales Organization.  This model has brought higher revenues and improved margins, as well as better visibility into our pipeline of revenue opportunities, giving us the confidence to now project an estimated 75% revenue growth for the year,” stated Jeff Welsh My Vintage Baby CFO.

[bookmark: _Toc269567939]Frisco Aquatics Swim Team Monthly Tryouts:  

Frisco Aquatics Swim Team monthly tryouts are held the 1st Wednesday of each month beginning in October.

We will be holding monthly tryouts the first Wednesday of each month starting October 2009 for anyone interested in joining the team. This trial will be held at the Frisco ISD Natatorium. 

Tryouts start at 7:00pm for all interested swimmers. Please arrive at 6:45pm to sign in and receive a number. Minimum requirement is the ability to complete 25 yards unassisted freestyle or backstroke.  

A copy of your child’s birth certificate will be required for registration. We will have extra copies of the registration forms available when you arrive if you forget to bring one.

Your child should bring a swim suit, goggles and a swim cap if they have longer hair.
To learn more about Frisco Aquatics go to: www.FriscoAquatics.com.

If you have any more questions or concerns contact Head Coach Dan McDonough at swimfrisco@aol.com or call 843-469-9715.

[bookmark: _Toc269567940]Save on Back to School Shopping:
 
School's still out for summer, but not forever.  There are just a few short weeks until it is back in session, and everyone knows what that means: back to school shopping.  Kids always want to look hip returning to school, but being cool, trendy and fashionable can be very expensive especially with growing children and a slow economy. Can you shop locally and economically and still get all the latest fashions?  Yes.  

By shopping at FRISCO RESALE, you will have the opportunity to stretch that back-to-school budget, find quality items at discount prices and keep your money in your community.   Frisco Resale offers brand name and current, trendy styles that appeal to all ages.  Shoppers can snatch up significant bargains for top, brand-names such as Abercrombie & Fitch, Hollister, Lucky Brand, Charlotte Russe, Forever 21, Levi, Gap, Osh-Kosh, The Children's Place to name just a few.  

Purchases made at Frisco Resale fund the programs and services offered to clients at Frisco Family Services. Look good - feel good - do good! Make your next shopping trip Frisco Resale located at 9085 Dogwood on the corner of Main and Dogwood in the Prosper Bank shopping center and be sure to take advantage of the tax free weekend on August 20-21.  Learn more about Frisco Resale and Frisco Family Services  at www.friscocenter.org. 

About Frisco Family Services:
Frisco Family Services is a non-profit organization whose mission is to provide social services to individuals and families in need or in crisis and assist them in becoming self sufficient members of the Frisco, Texas community.  Frisco Family Services is supported by individuals, businesses, civic organizations and churches in the community. FFS houses the only food pantry in Frisco, offers financial assistance for rent/mortgage and utility payments, provides information and referral services, distributes clothing, furniture, and household items, and offers special assistance in providing school supplies, Thanksgiving meals, and holiday gifts for children and senior citizens.  FFSC also offers life skill classes, education assistance and employment support and gas vouchers to adult clients.  


[bookmark: _Toc269567941]NEW - The Real Estate Investor Tip of the Week:
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The Real Estate Investor Tip of the Week 
Submitted by: Zeke Zucaro

The Wedge!
Otherwise known as “Sticking it to the Man!”

When buying REO and Short Sales how do you know how low to go with your initial offer and still get the offer accepted, while making sure you get the Screaming Deal you can brag about to your friends and family????

Easy Peasy! Use my Wedge Technique and Stick It To The Man!  Here’s what you do;  when you make your initial offer make it reasonable.  A good rule of thumb would be to take your Realtor’s advice.  Realtors never let you make an offer you (or they) would be embarrassed by (Zeke’s note: Excepting the Wedge, If you’re not embarrassed by your initial offer it’s too high).  

Huh! I know I just confused you.  Under normal circumstance I do an embarrassingly low offer, but that’s not how we open on Shorts and REOs.  Instead, we go in with a reasonable offer (within 5K of ask), but put a stipulation in the contract/offer (inspection paragraph) “This purchase is contingent on a buyer”s approved inspection of the property.” This will become your wedge and allow a re-negotiation and the opportunity to make that wonderfully, squirmy low offer that your Realtor will tell you will never be accepted except for the fact that it probably will because the bank is already in the deal with you and has no idea the property needs the repairs you will describe just to make it acceptable and thereby sellable!

Also, there is a Vast Housing Conspiracy that we are going to leverage using THE WEDGE! 

Don’t believe me watch this video: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ssl5yb7FewA

The next step of “The Wedge” is to get an accepted offer, then wait half the number of days to close or half the number of days of the allowed inspection period (if they counter with 10 day inspect, accept it) then submit your amended offer starting at 50% of after repaired value and negotiate as needed to your walk away price.
Remember the words of King Leonidas as he led his 300 Spartans at the Hot Gates “Give them nothing, but take from them everything!” Just please promise me you only use The Wedge on Banks, never a regular Joe or the bad karma bunny will get you.

One other thing.  I am a great driver, I am not planning on taking my own life, the breaks on my H2 were just serviced, I do not take baths and watch TV at the same time.  I do not take drugs except as prescribed by my physician. So, if something happens to me after exposing this info to the world it was no accident.

Money Saving Tip: Document the needed repairs in as much as detail as possible in the most descriptive and colorful terms and leave the numbers out.  Do include pictures… the nastier the better.  Only do this for the re-negotiation play, not the initial offer.  You gotta love stickin’ it to the man! 

Zeke Zucaro is Full Time Real Estate Entrepreneur and National Speaker and Trainer on Real Estate Investing.  You can see more of Zeke at www.megazee.com 



[bookmark: _Toc269567942]NEW - Fall Volleyball Registration for North Texas Youths is Open. Frisco Athletic Network, Inc. offers volleyball programs for all skill levels:

Frisco Athletic Network, Inc., dba LoneStar Volleyball Club and Frisco Youth Volleyball League opened registration for the fall volleyball season in July.

“Our family-oriented organization hosts professionally ran volleyball programs that provide an opportunity for all young athletes to either begin their experience as a new volleyball player or continue to build upon their skill and expertise as a highly competitive athlete. The administrative staff and professional coaching team provide a positive and educational environment for our members.” explains Arneva Martin, Executive Director.

Currently, registration is open into September for the following programs held in Frisco, Texas.  Details and registration available at www.LoneStarVolleyball.net. 

Frisco Youth Volleyball League
1. Recreational Divisions for 1st-8th grades, led by volunteer coaches
1. Competitive Divisions for 6th-8th grades, led by volunteer coaches
1. Select Divisions* for 4th-8th grades, trained by the LoneStar professional coaches

The season includes:
1. 1 practice each week (1 hour/recreational & 2 hours/competitive & select)
1. 8 matches and 1 tournament on Saturdays
1. 1 game tee
1. Experienced and trained referees and scorekeepers 
1. Continuous skills training and education for volunteer coaches
*Tryouts required Select Division

LoneStar Volleyball Academy
The LoneStar Volleyball Academy Stars and Academy Elite programs are designed to train future and current select/club level volleyball athletes. With professional coaches leading the way, junior athletes receive a strong foundation of technical mechanics and tactical skills. Our highly experienced coaching staff consists of former and/or current collegiate coaches, collegiate scholarship athletes and club coaches.

Academy Stars (1st-6th grades) 
Provides training required for proper mechanics and fundamental principles while developing knowledge and excitement for the game.  Academy is developed for girls and boys new to the game with limited experienced who desire formal training.  Competitive volleyball training begins in Academy. 

Academy Elite (4th-6th grades) 
Provides formal training by increasing the intensity of drills, adding in performance training for speed, agility and quickness and instructing on game strategy.  Academy Elite challenges athletes to reach their fullest potential as an elite athlete.  Training for select/club and highly competitive volleyball begins in Academy Elite.  
Requirement for entry into Academy Elite:  Selection from scheduled skills assessment.

For more information visit www.LoneStarVolleyball.net 

[bookmark: _Toc269567943]Event in Support of Breast Cancer Awareness:

Kick off the new school year with a little golf competition and support Breast Cancer awareness at the Tee'd Off at Breast Cancer Golf Scramble hosted by JCPenney WINGS at The Golf Club at Twin Creeks in Allen on Saturday, August 28 at 2:00 p.m. Registration is now available until August 18 through www.active.com.

The tournament, which supports the local JCPenney WINGS team members efforts to raise $2,300 per member to participate in the Susan G. Komen 3-Day for the Cure in November, will be a great chance to test your skills on a challenging 18-hole Arnold Palmer-designed golf course. 

“Normal rates to play Twin Creeks Golf Club at this time on Saturday would be $50 per player,” said Candace Acker, JCPenney WINGS team member and Susan G. Komen 3-Day for the Cure participate. “For an extra $50, those signing up for our tournament will receive a gift bag worth $200 and don't worry about dinner, that's on us as well.”

The $100 entry fee includes driving range privileges before play, greens fee, cart fee, full-service bag drop, dinner buffet, free greens fee pass to Twin Creeks, $10 cash certificate to Golfsmith, $200 gift bag, contest holes and tons of awards.

Tee'd Off at Breast Cancer check-in begins at noon. Late registration, mulligans and raffle tickets will be available at that time.

All proceeds benefit Susan G. Komen 3-Day for the Cure.


[bookmark: _Toc269567944]Vendors Wanted for Holiday Bazaar:

Now accepting vendor registrations for the 9th Annual Ladies Auxiliary Holiday Bazaar on Saturday, October 23, 2010 at St. Francis of Assisi, Frisco TX.  Additional information and vendor registration forms are available on our website at www.laxholidaybazaar.com. 


[bookmark: _Toc269567945]Ninth Annual Mother Son Dance: an “All Star Evening”:

Put on your dancing shoes! It’s time for the 9th Annual Mother Son Dance which will be held Saturday, October 9. The location has not been set at this time, but it will be an “All Star Evening” of great music, dancing and light refreshments. Participants are encouraged to come dressed formal or in their favorite sports attire.

Tickets for this memorable evening go on sale Saturday, August 27 at 8 a.m. Tickets are $12 per person (both mother and son need a ticket) and may be purchased online at www.FriscoFun.org or in person at the Frisco Athletic Center located at 5828 Nancy Jane Ln. at the following times:

Monday through Friday 5 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Saturday, 6:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.
Sunday, 11 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

All tickets purchased online must be picked up at the Frisco Athletic Center by 7 p.m. on Friday, October 8. Tickets may be purchased for either of the two dance times; however, you must attend the dance time for which you purchase tickets.

5:30 – 7 p.m. (ages four to seven)
7:30 – 9 p.m. (ages eight to 12)

In order to purchase tickets online, you must have an account with a Login ID and Password set-up in advance. If you already have an account, but have forgotten your
Login ID and Password or if you need to create an account, log on to www.FriscoFun.org, choose the ‘Classes and Athletics’ tab and click on the eFun registration link. Scroll down and follow the instructions on how to get started. It may take up to 48 hours to receive a Login ID and Password once a new account has been requested. Please call 972-292-6600 if you have any questions regarding your account.

Photo packages to capture the memories of the evening for you and your son will be available at the event for $22 (payable at the event, cash or check only). The packages include two 5x7 prints and eight wallet-size photos presented in a customized folder. Participants are encouraged to arrive early for these portraits.

For more information about this event, visit our website at www.FriscoFun.org or email KFitzPatrick@FriscoTexas.gov.

[bookmark: _Toc269567946]Frisco Fire Accepting Applications for Fall Citizen Training Programs:

Citizen’s Fire Academy Class No. 26
The Frisco Fire Department is now accepting applications for the Citizen’s Fire Academy (CFA) Class No. 26 starting Thursday, September 9. CFA classes provide the community with information about the operation and organization of the Frisco Fire Department. The academy is open to those over the age of 18 who live or work within the City of Frisco. CFA classes cover an array of captivating themes including fire ground operations, emergency medical services, arson investigation and fire safety education. In addition to the classroom lessons taught by Frisco Fire personnel, CFA participants will have many opportunities for hands on activities.

Community Emergency Response Team Class No. 18
The Frisco Fire Department is now accepting applications for Community Emergency
Response Team (CERT) Class No. 18 which starts Monday, September 13. CERT classes train citizens to give critical support to first responders in emergencies and provide assistance in the event of a major disaster. The program is open to those persons over the age of 18 who either live or work within the City of Frisco. During classes, citizens study a variety of disaster topics such as medical operations, severe weather, infection control, team organization, light search and rescue and many others. The program wraps up with a disaster scenario where team members must respond effectively using the skills they have learned in CERT classes.

How to Apply 
Applications are available for download at www.friscofire.com or can be picked up at any Frisco fire station. This nine-week CERT program meets on Monday nights from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. The nine-week CFA program meets on Thursday nights from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m. If interested, contact the Frisco Fire Department at (972) 292-6300.


[bookmark: _Toc269567947]NEW - Frisco High School STARS Dance Team Holiday Bazaar:

The FHS STARS Booster Club is now accepting applications from vendors for its annual STAR Bazaar scheduled at Frisco High School on November 6th.  Vendors, please contact Terri Haarala at rthaarala@sbcglobal.net for an application and further information.

[bookmark: _Toc269567948]CPR Classes and First Aid Classes:

CPR Classes
The Frisco Fire Department offers cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) classes twice each month free of charge to Frisco residents and those who work in Frisco. Fire Department personnel certified as CPR instructors by the American Heart Association provide instruction on CPR techniques for infants, children and adults, as well as how to administer assistance to someone who is choking.

The four-hour classes are typically held the first and third Wednesday of each month. Class size is limited to 20 participants. Upcoming 2010 dates still open are September 1 or 15. Go online to www.FriscoFire.org to check the availability of spring class dates.

First Aid Classes
The Frisco Fire Department also offers American Heart Association Heartsaver first aid courses as companion courses to CPR training. These classes provide a general background in simple first aid concepts and are free of charge to Frisco residents and those employed in the Frisco community. Classes are limited to 30 participants Registrations are being accepted for 2010 dates of October 9 and December 11.

Those interested in CPR and first aid classes should call Central Fire Station at 972-292-6300 to check the availability or make reservations.


[bookmark: _Toc269567949]Texas Democratic Women of Collin County Annual Dinner:

Texas Democratic Women of Collin County and Host Committee Lisa Blue, Debbie and John Hyatt, and Ashley and Jack Ternan Jr. cordially invite you to help us Paint the State Blue at our 4th annual dinner and silent auction.
 
“Let’s Go Blue for White”
 
Saturday, September 4, 2010 at 6:30 p.m. at Southfork Ranch
 
Keynote Speaker: Bill White, Candidate for Governor
 
Purchase tickets at www.tdwcc.org

Texas Democratic Women of Collin County (TDWCC) is a dedicated group of Democratic Women, working to EDUCATE Collin County citizens, ACTIVATE voters, and ELECT Democrats to local, state, and federal offices.  We meet every 4th Monday at Collin County Community College and anyone is welcome to attend.


[bookmark: _Toc269567950]DFW Pug Rescue Club Indoor Garage Sale:

Saturday Aug 28 from 8-3 at Funtime Bingo Hall at 628 W. Pipeline Rd in Hurst. All proceeds benefit the pugs and help to pay our vet bills. We will have toys, clothes, furniture, tvs, books, and much more!!!


[bookmark: _Toc269567951]NEW – Dave Rigatti of the Texas Tornado commits to Robert Morris:

The Texas Tornado announced today that forward David Rigatti has committed to Robert Morris University in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, where he has accepted a scholarship to play for the Colonials for the 2011-12 season.  “To be going back home to play Division I college hockey is a dream come true,” said Rigatti, who grew up in the Pittsburgh area.  “I am excited to be coming back to the Tornado for a second season, continue to be a leader in the lockerroom and on the ice, and help get the Tornado back to the top.”  In his first season with the Tornado, Rigatti remarkably was the only Tornado player to appear in all 58 games, where he recorded 11 goals and added 12 assists.  Texas Tornado Head Coach Tony Curtale feels like Rigatti’s best hockey is yet to come.  “David is developing into a better player everyday he steps onto the ice,” said Curtale. “He has a tremendous work ethic and should be a dominating player this upcoming season.”

Rigatti feels like he is returning this season to Texas for some unfinished business.  “Everyone in that lockerroom wants the same thing… to win and get the Tornado back to its rightful place.  That motivates me more than ever for this upcoming season.  With the college commitment out of the way, I can focus on becoming a better player and winning a Robertson Cup Championship.”  Rigatti, 19, grew up just 45 minutes from the Robert Morris campus and will begin school in the Fall of 2011.  Rigatti credits Curtale and Assistant Coach Jason Bloomingburg with the quick rise in his development.  “I think Coach Curtale and Coach Bloomingburg really helped me develop into the player I am and the player I hope to become.  They focus on your strengths and help you become a more confident, well-rounded player,” said Rigatti.

This won’t be the first time that a Tornado player has gone onto play for Robert Morris University.  Former Texas Tornado defenseman, Matt Krug, who just recently signed an AHL contract with the Chicago Wolves, played for the Colonials during the 2008-09 season.  Robert Morris is one of the up-and-coming programs in NCAA Division I college hockey.  The 2010-11 season will mark the sixth for the Robert Morris program, who is a member of the 12-team Atlantic Hockey Conference.

Since 1999 the Texas Tornado have moved over 110 players onto the NCAA and professional hockey levels.  Famous alumni now playing professionally include Andy Wozniewski (Boston Bruins), Ben Bishop (St. Louis Blues), Al Montoya (Phoenix Coyotes) and Trevor Ludwig (Dallas Stars).  The 2010-11 Texas Tornado regular season home opener is scheduled for Saturday, September 25th against the Fairbanks Ice Dogs at the Dr Pepper Arena in Frisco at 7:30pm.  Season tickets, including 5, 10, 20 and full season 30-game plans, are on sale now.  Individual tickets for Texas Tornado regular season home games will go on sale on a future date. Fans interested in Texas Tornado season tickets or gold club membership can call 972-335-9800 for personal service with a Tornado representative.


[bookmark: _Toc269567952]NEW – Landscape Design/Detail (Mid-August):
Submitted By: Glenn Everett Kopanski, United States Navy (Ret)

[image: cid:image012.jpg@01CB3BD0.E95CCAC0]
Glenn Kopanski

We are in the hottest period Northern Texas gets every year and it becomes a real job just to keep what we have alive much less think about Plants to buy. I first wanted to give you an overview of how to start any kind of garden whether you are in an established home or new construction though with homes built new it is easier to develop your dream garden or landscape. First have your plan before shopping. The plan or design should include selecting plants that adapted to this Climate and that uses relatively low water usage. Look for plants too that are as disease and pest free as you can get though that can be left out if your plan has plants you truly do want no matter what the consequence is and I can understand that because your selection will be very limited if you are looking for Disease/Pest free type plants and trees. Perform soil preparation prior to you planting anything. Next, install/plant your selections preferably in the Fall season. Once your plants and trees are planted then you can place your selected type of cover for your garden like Mulch or Rock. My key to a weed free garden is to place 3-4 inches of Mulch pulled away from the base of any woody plants and trees so mold will not develop around their bases. For Rock which is my favorite place 3 inches of rock over bare soil, you can scoot the rock right to the base of any plant or Tree because Rock dries fast whereas Mulch does not. I highly do recommend no plastic be placed under any Mulch or Rock garden. This is my personal recommendation though and the reason I state that is mold and mildew can begin growing fast and if your gardens are watered a lot multiply that issue times 10. Allow that soil to dry properly by not placing any plastic or garden  cover. The final outcome to a dream garden is to maintain each plant by pruning, fertilizing regularly, controlling pest issues all documented in a journal for your future needs and information. Okay, now that I laid that simple plan for you I will go right back to the top because this is necessary for most. If you have an established yard with sprinkler systems already placed then consider what I am going to suggest to new construction and that is to place drip systems in the dream garden rather than misters or pointer systems. Reason I say that is the water is going right to the source the roots and not blown around by wind and potentially burning your plants with hot sunshine. You waste no water with drip systems and you only need to run each sprinkler station for 7 minutes not 10-12 minutes above the ground systems need. For already established homes that want to use this information for future gardens consider drip systems around all of your Trees as well. Mist systems or pointers waste 1/4 of its water from wind and sun evaporation. I hope this will give you a shortened idea of how to start a new garden or plan a garden for your new home. Lastly I want to mention this as well before I finish with this segment. Placing a form of curbing around your beds 2-3in below ground level and 2-3in above ensures your grass cannot penetrate the inside of your garden. This process is unique and can add so much attitude to your yard and home. Once again I felt a need to share that with you to consider and remember you would want any kind of curbing or edging to be done before your garden is laid out and actually done. Doing all of that will ensure you to have a garden to be admired and you can also consider Landscape lighting. If you need further information or points of contact please email me at: glenn.kopanski@sbcglobal.net. I will be happy to assist you. I have hundreds of Tree Shrub and Flower's available if you need other selections than what I give to you.

Next, I feel a need to tell you all this and that is we are in a long streak of Hot days over 100 and our lows are not very low at all. To add insult to injury we are in a long dry period as well so what this all spells is our lawns will begin to turn a light brown tint to it. Do not let this panic you it is normal as most grasses go dormant during these conditions. What I recommend are the following. 1. Mow once every 7-10 days if you mow your lawn if you have a lawn service tell them to curb the mowing periods to the same 7-10 days encouraging more towards the 10 day cycle until rain returns. 2. Raise your mower blades up a notch also reminding your mowing company to do the same. 3. Water your Turf once a week. Watering it more than that will not make a difference. During this period we have endured it is recommended that you move any planters to more shaded areas and keep them watered multiple times every few days as they are elevated and dry out much faster than any plant in the ground. Either remove hanging baskets from their positions if in full sunlight or leave them if they can tolerate the kind of heat we are experiencing. Another tip is to bring any Dogs or Cats inside as they can get very dehydrated fast. This is not the time to consider planting anything unless they are placed in total shade and even there they will need 2 times the water necessary for that particular plant. Those are just some tips to pass on. Once rainfall becomes more persistent then we can get our lives back. Instead of working my recommendation is to sit by the Pool or your Patio with Family or Friends sipping on a good Iced Tea. It is this time I personally can sit in my backyard and enjoy my work and watching the sparrows splash in my large birdbath, it is then the work all pays me back. I cannot describe the satisfaction one can get from looking around my backyard and seeing what I created. This is why I try to encourage Families to do projects in their backyards which is an escape from everyday life outside our property. It does not take a lot to develop your own attitude and create your own design where the family meets most in the Backyard. If you have a zero lot with a very small backyard you can have concrete poured around a Fountain or Fish Pond placing attractive outdoor furniture and a Patio cover with attached overhead fans and lighting and you have then created a great place for Family and Friends. In some very small backyards you can have all of the sod taken away and put in a nice setting you can enjoy for a very long time. I can give you ideas if asked and it is truly not as expensive as many might think that it is. Nice thing about property like this is payment back is two-fold and adds a lot of equity in any home. It is Curb appeal that brings them inside for you that are considering selling any property. I can give you options if you ask me to at my home's email address given below.

Now for my weekly selections for Trees - Shrubs & Perennials.
 
Tree of the Week: Aleppo Pine - This Tree is broad and conical becoming rounded as it ages. Shows off its red to brown bark and soft light green needles growing in bunches. I consider this a specimen Pine. Height: 40ft Spread: 10ft width.
 
Shrub of the Week: Firecracker Plant - A deciduous branching shrub bearing a profusion of tubular red flowers from early Spring to later in the Fall. Great for areas that have poor soil or located next to a fireplace or a hidden area. Height: 3ft Spread:3-4ft.
 
Perennial of the Week: Ox-Eyed Daisy - Beautiful white flowers with yellow centers in spring. Excellent for backdrops in any garden that provides color all summer long when most plants are done blooming possessing color in that garden during the hottest time of year.
 
That is my report for this week. As always I do offer my advice if needed. You can reach me at: glenn.kopanski@sbcglobal.net. Water conservation is very necessary right now because Lake levels are dropping fast. Watering with the hose is wisest because that method uses 1/4 the amount of water a sprinkler ever will. Keeping our Trees and Plants alive right now is much more important than using a sprinkler system, so I do stress this every week as I do not want restrictions to get even tighter than they are right now. Keep in mind please watering more than once a week for Turf is a waste of our precious resource in which we need to survive. I also feel I need to say again about excess trash along our streets and even more alarming cigarette butts along the streets and in our yards which is very dangerous right now so protect your neighbors by not throwing them out the window as it takes one lit to start grass fires. We live in a unique city and we want it to look nice so taking trash and placing it in trash cans located along city streets or taking it home to place in your cans is the right thing to do.

Take care all and I will be back next week. Have a great week and am looking at Fall projects in the coming weeks. My Best to All, Glenn
 
[bookmark: _Toc269567953]NEW – Road Construction Updates:

FM 2478/Custer Road (Stonebridge – US 380) – Project to widen the existing two lane road to a six lane urban roadway with curb and gutter. The project bid in January 2009 with Mario Sinacola & Sons being the low bidder. The contractor is currently constructing the Wilson Creek Bridge, installing storm sewer, and grading for the future northbound lanes. Construction began in August 2009 and is estimated to take 26 months to complete. 

FM 3537/Main Street (Preston Road – Custer Road) – Project to widen the existing two lane road to a six lane urban roadway with curb and gutter. City Staff has reviewed and returned the 95% plans to TxDOT’s design engineer, Civil Associates, Inc. The project is anticipated to begin ROW acquisition in Summer 2010. Cobb-Fendley has been hired to coordinate and expedite utility adjustments simultaneously with ROW acquisition. Construction is expected to begin in Summer 2011 and is estimated to require 24 months to complete. 

FM 423 (SH 121 – US 380) – Project to widen the existing two lane road to a six lane urban roadway with curb and gutter. 

North Section (Eldorado – US 380) – TxDOT and City staff have reviewed the 95% plans submitted by Dannenbaum. Design is expected to be completed in Summer 2010. The north section is scheduled to be bid by TXDOT in Fall 2011, or upon completion of ROW acquisition and utility relocation. Construction is anticipated to require 24 months. 

Middle Section (Stewart Creek – Eldorado) – The project bid on August 11, 2009 with Austin Bridge and Road being the low bidder. Coordination with the utility companies continues. Contractor has begun preliminary construction activities. Construction is expected to be complete in late 2012. 

South Section (SH 121 – Stewart Creek) – Denton County is coordinating the design of this project by Jacobs Carter Burgess working with TxDOT and The Colony. TxDOT has completed approximately 85% of the right of way acquisition. Currently, this project is expected to bid in Fall 2011 and is expected to require 26 months to construct, pending acquisition of right-of-way and relocation of utilities. 

SH 289/Preston Road (Main Street – US 380) – Project to widen the existing two lane road to a six lane urban roadway with curb and gutter. TxDOT bid the project in October 2008 with the low-bidder being Mario Sinacola & Sons Excavating, Inc. Traffic was switched to the new northbound lanes, north of Eldorado on June 19. The contractor is currently removing the old roadway and grading the future southbound lanes. Also, construction continues on the bridges at Panther Creek and Parvin Branch. Construction of Preston Road began in August 2009 and is estimated to be completed in late 2011. 

SH 289 (Preston Road) at US 380 Intersection – Project to replace the existing two lane bridge over US 380 with a six lane bridge. A Public Hearing was conducted on July 15. TxDOT is completing the design and is expected to bid the project in late 2010. No right of way is required. 

US 380 (Coit Road - FM 423) – Turner, Collie & Braden has been hired by Collin and Denton Counties to study the US 380 corridor and recommend alternatives for improving mobility. A 90% schematic has been prepared from Coit to CR 26 and is currently being reviewed by TxDOT. A Public Meeting was held for the project on June 28. 

Coit Road (Main Street - Eldorado Parkway) – Project to construct the four lane roadway from Main Street to north of Eldorado Parkway ending at the south property line of Frisco ISD school site. Design started in May 2010 and is expected to be completed in early 2011. Construction is anticipated to begin in Spring 2011 pending acquisition of easements and ROW and funding from Collin County bonds. Construction is expected to be completed in 9 months. 

Eldorado Parkway (DNT – Preston) – Tiseo Paving began construction to widen Eldorado Pkwy to 6 lanes and to construct Frisco Street from Eldorado to Newton in July 2009. Traffic was switched to the new pavement on May 19. The contractor is completing repair of the existing pavement and construction of the 3rd eastbound lane. Construction is expected to be completed in Fall 2010. 

Eldorado Parkway Lighting and Landscaping (FM 423 to DNT) – The project will add sidewalks along Eldorado Pkwy and includes lighting, landscaping, and irrigation in the median. The sidewalks began construction in June 2010 and are expected to be completed by October. The sidewalks along south side of Eldorado from FM 423 to Teel Parkway will be completed before school starts in August. Bids were opened for the street lighting project on July 8th and construction should begin in August 2010. The landscaping, and irrigation will be completed by TxDOT under a separate contract and is expected to begin by Fall 2010. 

Eldorado Parkway (Preston - Custer) – Project to widen Eldorado Parkway to 6 lanes between Preston Rd and Custer Rd. The project will widen Eldorado from 4 to 6 lanes from Fragrant Dr. to Custer and widen from 2 to 6 lanes from Preston to Fragrant. Design, by Kennedy Consultants, Inc., began in March. The design is expected to be completed in Summer 2011. 

Independence Parkway (Main – North City Limits) – The Project will construct the two northbound lanes completing the four lane roadway. Design of the project, by RLK Engineering, began in February 2010. RLK has submitted 30% plans for review. Construction is expected to begin in Fall 2010 and be completed in Early 2011. 

Lebanon at Dallas North Tollway – Kimley-Horn and Associates, Inc. is designing improvements at the intersection of Lebanon and the Dallas Parkway along Lebanon to better align the roadway with the newly constructed bridge over the DNT. Design is approximately 95% complete. Construction is anticipated to take seven months upon the completion of right of way acquisition and utility relocation. In order to minimize traffic disruption, construction of this project will not begin until after completion of the Legacy Drive and Lebanon Road intersection improvements. 

Rockhill Road (CR26 – Preston) – Project to construct six lanes from County Road 26 to Preston Road, including bridges over Parvin Branch and BNSF Railroad. Kimley Horn has submitted the 60% plans for review by city staff. The plans are expected to be completed in Early 2011. 

Rolater Road (Custer - Independence) – The Project will construct the two east bound lanes of the four lane divided roadway including a bridge over Rowlett Creek. Design of the project, by RLK Engineering, is approximately 95% complete. Construction is expected to begin in Summer 2010 and require 10 months to complete.  

Stonebrook Parkway (Legacy – Longhorn) –Project to construct the four lane roadway including a bridge over Stewart Creek and an underpass for the BNSF railroad is under design by HNTB. Project includes an alternative to construct six lanes. Project is expected to be constructed in two phases. Phase 1 will be Legacy Drive to Fighting Eagles Lane. Phase 2 will be from Fighting Eagle to Longhorn Trail. Design is approximately 95% complete. Coordination with the US Corps of Engineers is ongoing. Construction is expected to begin in Early 2011. 

Stonebrook Parkway (FM 423 – 4th Army Memorial) –Project to construct the four lane roadway between FM 423 and Teel and to widen from two to four lanes from Teel to 4th Army was designed by Huitt Zollars and is 100% complete. The project is in its bidding stage and the bid opening date is August 5, 2010. Construction is expected to be completed by Summer 2011.

Stonebrook Parkway (Dallas Parkway– Preston) – The project will replace two westbound lanes with three reconstructed westbound lanes and includes the installation of a 36-inch water line. CH2MHill is approximately 95% complete with the design. Design is expected to be completed in Fall. Construction is expected to take approximately 14 months to complete. 

Teel Parkway (Eldorado Parkway –Freestone) - Project to construct the two northbound lanes completing the four lane roadway and includes lighting, irrigation and landscaping from Eldorado to Panther Creek Pkwy. Construction by Mario Sinacola & Sons began in November 2009. Paving and striping is completed and the new lanes are open to traffic. The contractor is installing landscaping in the median. Construction is expected to be completed in August 2010. 

Internally Lit Street Name (ILSN) Signs – In November 2009, TxDOT approved our request to add 38 Internally Lit Street Name (ILSN) signs to the traffic signals on Preston Road and Eldorado Parkway. The new signs have been delivered and it is anticipated that installation will begin in August and be completed by October.. 

Legacy & Lebanon Intersection Improvement – Project will reconstruct the intersection of Legacy Drive and Lebanon Road to eliminate the existing bump and widen each approach to have two left-turn lanes, three through lanes, and a right-turn lane (except northbound Legacy which will not have a right-turn lane). Project will also widen Legacy Drive to six lanes between Lebanon Road and Warren Parkway and add eastbound left-turn lanes on Lebanon Road at Compass Drive and Village Boulevard. The project was bid in July and construction is expected to begin in Fall 2010. 

Legacy & SH 121 Intersection Improvement – Project will construct two southbound right-turn lanes on Legacy Drive at SH 121. Project is being constructed as part of the Legacy & Lebanon Project described above. Construction is expected to being in Fall 2010. 


Roadway Lighting Projects 
1) Teel Parkway (Eldorado to Panther Creek Pkwy) – New roadway lighting is being added to this section of Teel Parkway as part of the road construction project. Construction began in December 2009 and was completed in July 2010. These lights are now operational. 
2) Legacy Drive (Warren to Academy) – The Legacy & Lebanon Intersection Improvement project includes new roadway lighting on this section of Legacy Drive. This project was bid in July with construction to begin in Fall 2010. 
3) Lebanon Road (Rock Creek Pkwy to Legacy) – The Legacy & Lebanon Intersection Improvement project includes new roadway lighting on this section of Lebanon Road. This project was bid in July 2010 with construction to begin in Fall 2010.. 
4) Lebanon Road (Dallas Parkway to Coit) – Plans are currently under design. 
5) Stonebrook Parkway (Dallas Parkway to Preston) – New roadway lighting is being added to this section of Stonebrook Parkway as part of the road reconstruction and waterline project. The entire project is still under design. 
6) Stonebrook Parkway (FM 423 to 4th Army Memorial) – Roadway lighting is being added to this section of Stonebrook as part of the road construction project. The entire project will be bid August 5th and construction will be complete in about a year. 
7) Preston Road (SH 121 to Gaylord) – Under design. 
8) Warren Parkway (Preston to Ohio) – Under design. 
9) Gaylord Parkway (Preston to Ohio) – Under design. 
10) Ohio Drive (SH 121 to Warren) – Under design. 
11) Hillcrest Road (Eldorado to Hillsboro) – Under design. 
12) Rolater Road (Independence to Custer) – Under design. 


Traffic Signal Construction 
1) Preston & Panther Creek – TxDOT completed construction of a temporary traffic signal at this location as part of the project to widen Preston Road to six lanes and the signal was activated on June 17. A permanent traffic signal will be installed when the Preston Road project nears completion in 2011. 
2) Eldorado & Frisco Street – Signal is being constructed with the Eldorado Pkwy widening project between DNT and Preston Rd. and is expected to be operational in August 2010. 
3) Eldorado & North County – Signal is being constructed with the Eldorado Pkwy widening project between DNT and Preston Rd. and is expected to be operational in August 2010. 
4) Eldorado & Rogers – Signal is being constructed with the Eldorado Pkwy widening project between DNT and Preston Rd. and is expected to be operational in August 2010. 
5) Custer Road & Custer Bridges (Target) – This new traffic signal was activated on May 28. 
6) Eldorado & Parkway Towne Crossing (Target) – Kimley-Horn has completed the design for this signal and plans have been submitted to TxDOT for their review. Construction is expected to begin by Fall 2010. 
7) US 380 & Coit – TxDOT has authorized a traffic signal at this location, which will be funded jointly by TxDOT, Frisco, and Prosper. TxDOT will begin design of this signal soon and it is expected that construction will be complete by early 2011. 
8) Teel Parkway & Purefoy Elementary – Construction of this new traffic signal is nearly complete and it will be operational in August before school starts. 
9) Kyser & Main – This signal is under design and construction is expected to begin by the end of the year. 
10) Legendary & Lebanon – This signal is under design and construction is expected to begin by the end of the year. 
11) Stonebrook & Teel – The design of this signal is complete and it is being built as part of the project that will widen Stonebrook to the east and extend it to the west. The signal is expected to be operational by mid 2011. 
12) Stonebrook & Legacy – This signal is under design as part of a road construction project and is projected to be operational by the end of 2011. 


[bookmark: _Toc269567954]NEW - Northbound DNT Exit Ramp to Gaylord Parkway/Warren Parkway in Frisco to Close for 100 Days:

The northbound Dallas North Tollway (DNT) exit ramp to Gaylord Parkway/Warren Parkway in Frisco will be closed for 100 days beginning Saturday, Aug. 21, to accommodate construction of the DNT/Sam Rayburn Tollway (SRT) interchange improvements.

During the closure, workers will remove the old tolling structure, re-grade and reconstruct the ramp, and construct a new all-electronic toll gantry.

Motorists traveling on northbound DNT may access Gaylord Parkway or Warren Parkway by exiting the DNT earlier (at Spring Creek Parkway, Legacy Drive or Headquarters Drive/SH 121) or by exiting later (at Lebanon Road) and taking the U-turn. The toll rates vary for those exits, so motorists are asked to review the DNT’s toll rates online at www.ntta.org/AboutUs/TollRates/ to determine which exit they prefer.

The closure will be clearly marked, and the contractor has already placed electronic message boards to notify drivers.

Crews are working to construct eight direct-connect bridges between the SRT and DNT to link the two roadways. When the new interchange opens to traffic – forecasted to occur in January 2012 – motorists will no longer have to exit the DNT and then take the frontage road to access the SRT main lanes, or vice versa, as they currently do. The new, fully directional interchange will allow traffic to flow continuously through the busy area, further improving regional mobility.

The construction will add a fourth and fifth level to the existing three-level interchange. As part of construction, the NTTA will also make local access improvements between the SRT/DNT main lanes and frontage roads.

Motorists may sign up for SRT Construction and Traffic Reports to receive up-to-date information on project developments and changes in traffic patterns. Send an e-mail to SRT@ntta.org with your contact information to be added to the distribution list.

The NTTA appreciates the traveling public’s patience during construction and reminds everyone to drive cautiously in work zones.

All closures are subject to weather conditions and will be postponed, if necessary.

For more information about upcoming lane closures and traffic-related news along NTTA roadways, call (214) 224-3030 or go to the “Lane/Ramp Closures” 
listing at www.ntta.org.

[bookmark: _Toc269567955]UPDATED - Frisco Police Blotter:

The Frisco Police Blotter can be found on Crimeweb for those citizens who like to keep up with what is going on around the city from the police point of view. This report covers the period of August 5 to August 11. Public Safety has always been a huge focus of mine and it takes all of us to keep our city safe. If you ever see something that just doesn’t look right, please don’t look the other way. Please contact our fantastic Police department. Even if it turns out to be nothing, they would rather you contact them and let them make that determination. 

[bookmark: _Toc269567956]NEW - Capitol Steps – Submitted by State Representative Ken Paxton:

Roadmap for Success Next Legislative Session
 
As the 82nd Legislative Session approaches, members of the Texas Conservative Coalition (TCC), the conservative caucus of the Texas Legislature, have outlined their major goals for next legislative session.  I, along with my colleagues in the Caucus, am challenging other members of the Legislature to act responsibly in an effort to balance our State budget and address other important issues next session.  As our projected budget deficit continues to grow, we must work to stabilize and even grow our economy and protect Texas individuals and families as well as the business community from increased taxes.  Additionally, we must fight the federal government’s efforts to limit the freedoms of Texans and inhibit our ability to succeed.
 
TCC created a Pledge with Texans to serve as a roadmap for the long-term success of the State of Texas by offering solutions to the five most pressing issues that the next Legislature must address:
 
·         Balance the Budget without Raising Taxes – Texans currently face some major economic challenges, such as a rise in the unemployment and foreclosure rates, and members of the Legislature must resist the urge to balance our budget on the backs of hardworking taxpayers in our State.  Rather, we must work to pass legislation that encourages economic growth and provides employment opportunities for more Texas workers while cutting our State budget and operating our government more efficiently.
 
·         Limit Federal Intrusion – The federal government continues to offer states bailout funds with strings attached.  These strings not only limit our freedoms, but also make demands on our State resources by requiring the continuation of government programs after federal support has ceased.  Furthermore, the federal government continues to pass costly legislation, such as the federal healthcare bill, to limit states’ ability to best provide for our citizens.  Texas must continue its fight to protect states’ rights and the rights of our citizens to live without unnecessary federal intrusion and mandates.
 
·         Improve Election Integrity – Americans’ most fundamental right, the right to vote, is completely undermined when noncitizens participate in the election process.  The Legislature must pass legislation next session, such as the Voter ID bill, which would require voters to show a picture ID, in order to maintain the integrity of our elections process.
 
·         Cut Taxes – Cutting taxes would provide families more income during this difficult economic time as well as provide more flexibility for businesses to create more jobs and offer better benefits to their employees.
 
·         Secure the Texas Border – Illegal immigration drains economic resources from our healthcare, education and criminal justice systems – resources that our State simply does not have to offer at this time.  Additionally, we must secure the border in order to protect our citizens from the drug cartels and growing gang violence in our State.
 
I am pleased to have the opportunity to stand with 48 other conservative State Legislators to promote principles of limited government, individual liberty, free enterprise and traditional values. We must remain focused next session to defend and advance our principles as we directly address a revenue shortfall without raising taxes, a federal government that too readily and too frequently intrudes on our liberty, and the challenge of protecting Texans from increased violence along the Texas border.  Through these efforts, Texas will continue to be the best place to live in our country.
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